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Introduction

The Caribbean is one of the most
tourism-intense regions in the world.

Tourism is a major driver of economic
growth.

Tourism accounts overall for more than
forty percent of the GDP shares in the
Caribbean (WTO, 2018).
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The evolution of tourism
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Source: CBA (1985-2022), World Bank (1970-1984)



Tourism life cycle

1. Exploration stage

2. Involvement stage

3. Development stage

4. Consolidation stage

5. Stagnation stage

6. Declining stage
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Source: Butler (1980)



Tourism life cycle
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Source: CBA
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Tourism life cycle
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Tourism life cycle

Determining the stage in the
tourism life cycle

1. Decline stage

2. Stagnation stage

3. Consolidation stage

4. Growth stage

1 0

Source: Haywood (1986)



Tourism life cycle
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Source: CBA



Overtourism and its implications



Overtourism

Overtourism:

• The adverse impacts of uncontrolled
tourism growth.

• Rooted in development economics.

• Direct and indirect transmission
channels.

• Supply and demand impacts of
climate change
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Source: Peterson (2019)



Overtourism
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Overtourism
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Source: Peterson (2019)

Stylized environmental and climate indicators (Aruba, 1951-2018)

Average monthly seawater temperature Frequency of extreme water events Annual precipitation and flooding Hurricane frequency (avg yrs between
major hurricanes/tropical storms)



Overtourism
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Framing overtourism
and climate change
in Aruba

Source: Peterson (2019)



Maximum capacity
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Source: Jurgens S.S., Mijts E., Van Rompaey A. (2024)

A-C Overview of socio-economic indicators vs. corresponding stay-over
visitors (1986-2020)

Urban extent map of Aruba from 1986-2020



Maximum capacity
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Source: Jurgens S.S., Mijts E., Van Rompaey A. (2024)

A-C Overview of socio-economic indicators vs. corresponding stay-over
visitors (1986-2020)

Restrictive (Scenario 1) and conservative (Scenario 2)



Final takeaways

• Various studies conducted on Aruba show similar
trends and developments of the stages and impact of
tourism.

• Findings of the studies suggest that utilizing the same
growth model as in the past can exacerbate the multi-
dimensional implications for Aruba.

• The studies indicate limited space for continuing to
grow the sector in this manner.
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